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A presentation of the artists Neil Fortune, Sunil Puljuhn en Ravi Rajcoomar was recently held 

at the Nola Hatterman Art Academy. Fortune who has already completed two years of his 

studies at the Gerrit Rietveld Academy in Amsterdam has since returned to the Netherlands 

for his last year. Curious to see what Fortune is doing? Take a look  here, here and here. 

With this presentation Puljuhn and Rajcoomar have completed their visiting lectureship at 

Rietveld. All three artists were very enthusiastic about their experience in the Netherlands.

Sunil Puljuhn and Ravi Rajcoomar together with Remond Mangoensemito and Raul 

Wongsodihardjo have also participated in the exhibition Multiculturalism in The Hague. 

Razia Barsatie and Marlon Kromotaroeno are currently also enrolled at the Rietveld Academy 

and have just started their second year.

+++ In August and September Rinaldo Klas will visit the Vermont Studio Center in the US as artist 

in residence +++ As part of the ArtRoPa-project Roberto Tjon A Meeuw, Roddney Tjon Poen Gi 

and Ravi Rajcoomar are guests at Duende in Rotterdam until the end of October +++ Kenneth 

Flijders and Dhiradj Ramsamoedj are next in line to spend a month at the Rietveld Academy in 

Amsterdam as visiting lecturers. This within the framework of the exchange program between 

the Nola Hatterman Art Academy and the Gerrit Rietveld Academy  +++ The French-Guyanese 

artist federation Mirataka, has invited Rinaldo Klas and Kurt Nahar for an exhibition in Kourou 

from the 14th of September until the 8th of November +++ Artists from the Netherlands will also 

be traveling to Suriname. Navin Thakoer and Bas Princen arrive in September. Arnold Schalks 

will also be coming to Suriname again one month later and will work on a project with Alida Neslo. 

On the road

12

Good reads

Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi is an artist who also does multi-

disciplinary work. During her big solo-exhibition in the 

new VAT-building, the short film UMA which she created 

in collaboration with Karel Doing and Tanuya Manichand 

was also shown and her book, with the same title as the 

exhibition, was presented: The strength of women. The 

bilingual book includes all pieces of art from the exhibition

and presents to the public Kit-Lings ever growing interest

in the art of writing. With her fictitious stories in the same 

theme as her works of art the artist presents a publication

in which word and image are equally important. 

De kracht van vrouwen /
The Strength of Women, 
Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi. 
Paramaribo, 
Publishing Services 
Suriname, 2009. 
www.publishingservices.com 
ISBN 999 1470047

A different climate,
literally and figuratively: Vermont

(Photo: Collection Kurt Nahar, 2008)



The website of the AHKCO (Academie voor Hoger Kunst- en Cultuuronderwijs - Academy for 

Higher Art- and Culture education) has recently received a complete make-over. Its coordinator of 

Visual Arts, Patrick Tjon Jaw Chong, is happy with the results of an entire year of hard work. Take a

look at  www.ahkco.net. The website also gives more information about theoneminutes  

project in Suriname. The AHKCO is official representative for the theoneminutes in Suriname.

Interesting to note is that by now a great deal of Surinamese (in the widest sense of the word) 

artists have their own website and/or webpage:

  	

On www.youtube.com there are also films to be found by Reinier Asmoredjo, Sri Irodikromo,

Rinaldo Klas, Marcel Pinas and Kurt Nahar. Those who search “stichtingmaldoror”

on You Tube will find a significant collection of films which document on a number

of subjects which are of great relevance to Surinamese art history.
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Status: Connected
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Agenda Suriname

•		 The Foundation Art 
Laboratorium Suriname (ArtLab.sr) 
organizes the second Rain Forest

 Art Festival from the 22th - the 25th 
of October 2009 in collaboration with 

the Cultural Center Suriname (CCS), which will also be the location of the 
festival. The theme of this edition is Global Warming. The festival includes 
the Rain Forest Podium with dance, music and theater from Suriname as well 
as abroad; the Rain Forest Art Fair with visual art, crafts and eco-tourism
enterprises and (environmental-)organizations which will supply information
about their activities in the Surinamese tropical rainforest; and also the publi-
cation of a Rain Forest Art notebook calendar. There is also an educational
program for students from advanced elementary schools. 

Daily – Atelier Struikelblok, Amsoistraat 49, Nieuw Charlesburg, Paramaribo, +597 (0)851 0525 / 547090, 		
      	 struikelgeo@yahoo.com, www.struikelblokgeorge.com
Daily – Fort Nieuw Amsterdam, Wilhelminastraat, Nieuw-Amsterdam, Commewijne, +597 (0)32 2225, 
            www.fortnieuwamsterdam.com

•	 Starting 30 augustus 2009: Sculpturen van Jhunry Udenhout 
•	 In march / april 2010: Street art in Suriname in collaboration with the Koninklijk Instituut voor 
            de Tropen, ( Royal institute for the tropics), Amsterdam

Daily – Gallery Egi Du / Lifestyle Interiors (Carla Tuinfort), Geertruidastraat 22 / Kaikoesiestraat 1345, 
           Paramaribo, +597 (0)881 6821 / 451202, ctuinfort@yahoo.com
Daily – Gallery Singh, Koningstraat 63, Paramaribo, Tel.: +597 492608, gallerysingh@yahoo.com
Daily – Gallery Steinhoff, Cornelis Jongbawstraat 13, Paramaribo, +597 421146, gallerysteinhoff@sr.net
Daily – House of Art, Kleine Dwarsstraat 1, Paramaribo, +597 426585
Daily – Krasnapolsky Hotel, Lobby, Domineestraat 39, Paramaribo, +597 475050
Daily – Readytex / Readytex Art Gallery, Maagdenstraat 44-48, Paramaribo, +597 421750 / 474380, 
            readytex@cq-link.sr, www.readytexartgallery.com

•	 16 sept till 26 sept	 : Double mini-feature Reinier Asmoredjo en Hanka Woltersdorf
•	 13 oct till 27 oct 	 : Solo-exhibition Kenneth Flijders
•	 29 oct till 7 nov	 : National Artfair
•	 18 nov till 28 nov	 : Mini-feature George Struikelblok
•	 16 dec till 26 dec	 : Double mini-feature Humphrey Tawjoeram en Paul Chang

Daily – Royal House of Art, Royal Torarica, Kleine Waterstraat 10, Paramaribo, +597 473821 / (0)855 3525

•	 september t/m october:  Exhibition of work from the 70’s 80’s and 90’s by old masters such as     
            Erwin de Vries, Q. Jan Telting, Ron Flu, Paul Chang, Soeki Irodikromo and Hans Lie.

Daily – Surinaams Museum, Fort Zeelandia, Paramaribo, +597 425871, museum@cq-link.sr, 
            http://surinaamsmuseum.net

•	 Opening Augustus 7 (open for two months) exhibition  Ni’na Kali’na, a story of the Kali’na Tilewuyu 
•	 december 21 till februari 28: Erwin de Vries, Ode aan de Vrouw (Ode to women) 

Reinier Asmoredjo 

Anand Binda 

Carlos Blaaker

Henna Brunings  

Paul Chang

Ray Daal

Plu de la Fuente

Johan Doelradjak 	

Ken Doorson

Kenneth Flijders

Ron Flu	

Gillion Grantsaan

Anita Hartmann

Paul Irodikromo    	 

Soeki Irodikromo

Sri Irodikromo  	  	

Remy Jungerman

Patricia Kaersenhout

Henry Soekarman Kartotaroeno  

Iris Kensmil

Rinaldo Klas or Rinaldo Klas

Dorette Kuster

Charl Landvreugd 

John Lie A Fo  

Armand Masé  

Kurt Nahar 

Marcel Pinas or Marcel Pinas 

Ravi Shankar Rajcoomar

Kim Sontosoemarto

George Struikelblok or George Struikelblok  	

Humphrey Tawjoeram  

Ilene Themen 

Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi or Kit-Ling Tjon Pian Gi  

Roddney Tjon Poen Gie 

Hariandi Todirijo	

René Tosari

Jhunry Udenhout	

Wilgo Vijfhoven  	

Rolina van Vliet

Erwin de Vries

Paul Woei

Hanka Wolterstorff

Ay Xiang	

Sirano Zalman  

www.readytexartgallery.com/reinierasmoredjo
www.anandbinda.com
www.carlosblaaker.com
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2006341&id=1448037905&l=8781ca07f3
www.readytexartgallery.com/paulchang
www.norcab.com/raydaal/index.html
www.dlfd.net
http://cid-834393c7406df585.profile.live.com/
www.kendoorson.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/kennethflijders
www.readytexartgallery.com/ronflu
www.ogrigillion.org
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/artist.asp?artist=arts&menuid=15&site=arts&id=33&name=Anita Hartmann&name2=Hartmann, Anita
http://www.koejake-art.nl/
www.readytexartgallery.com/soeki
www.readytexartgallery.com/sri
www.remyjungerman.com
http://kaersenhout.com/
www.readytexartgallery.com/soeka
www.kensmil.nl
www.rinaldoklas.net
www.readytexartgallery.com/rinaldoklas
http://dorette.deviantart.com/
www.charll.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/johnlieafo
www.readytexartgallery.com/armandmase
www.readytexartgallery.com/kurtnahar
www.marcelpinas.nl
www.readytexartgallery.com/marcelpinas
www.ravirajcoomar.com
www.sontoso.com
www.struikelblokgeorge.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/georgestruikelblok
www.readytexartgallery.com/humphreytawjoeram
www.readytexartgallery.com/ilenethemen
www.kitlingtjonpiangi.net
www.readytexartgallery.com/kitlingtjonpiangi
www.readytexartgallery.com/roddneytjonpoengie
www.hariandi.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/renetosari
http://www.readytexartgallery.com/website/artist.asp?artist=arts&menuid=15&site=arts&id=83&name=Jhunry Udenhout&name2=Udenhout, Jhunry
www.readytexartgallery.com/wilgovijfhoven
www.readytexartgallery.com/rolinavanvliet
www.erwindevries.com
www.paulwoei.com
www.readytexartgallery.com/hankawolterstorff
www.readytexartgallery.com/ayxiang
www.siranozalman.com
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•	 The National Art Fair will be held for the 44th

time this year. The fair will be open from the 30th of

October until the 7th of November in  Ons Erf, Prins

Hendrikstraat 17a, Paramaribo, +597 472020 / 425687,

onserf@surimail.sr. 

Hrs: Monday thru Saturday: 09:00-13:00 and 18:00-

21:00, Sunday: 18:00-21:00. This year the public can 

once again expect a beautiful overview of the recent 

art production across several disciplines!

•	 As a component of the Rain Forest Art 

Fair, ArtLab.sr is preparing an exhibition of 

the French photographer/ethnologist Pierre 

Verger. In the 1940’s Pierre Verger (Paris 

1902 -Salvador de Bahia 1996) traveled

through several areas amongst which, the 

Marowijne- and Cottica area where he 

documented, on photograph, the life, the 

culture and the religion of the maroons, in 

particular the inhabitants of Wanhati. These 

photographs in combination with those

made in Africa, Haïti and Brazil, accurately

document the similarities in cultural and 

religious expressions of Africans and their

descendants on the American continent.

The exhibition opens on the 9th of October

and lasts until November 1st. 

(Photo: Courtesy Rain Forest Kunst Festival/Pierre Verger)

Register for your 

free web magazine 

4 x a year 

Sranan Art Xposed 

in your inbox

srananart@gmail.com
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Wakaman & other trans-border art projects

Gillion Grantsaan, Remy Jungerman and 

Michael Tedja are the initiators of the   

Wakaman-project, a component of the 

Intendant Cultural Diversity project of the 

Fonds BKVB (Fund for Visual Art Design 

and Building Art) which started in 2007. 

The purpose of Wakaman is to research 

Surinamese art and to ultimately place it 

on the world map.

Iris Kensmil & Kurt Nahar, installation, 2009 (exhibition Wakaman 
drawing lines–connecting dots) | (Photo: Adi Martis, 2009)

During the book presentation of Wakaman drawing lines – connecting dots, at which time

Jungerman and Grantsaan conclude their part of the Wakaman-project, I ask myself whether

the original objective has been met. Do the exhibitions as mentioned in the following

segment and the book presentation possibly offer an answer to my question? Has the work 

by Surinamese visual artists now become more well-known to the world?

After Tedja separates himself from Jungerman and Grantsaan, he becomes engrossed in Eat the

Frame. How this exhibition comes into being is described in his novel Hosselen which appears 

in early 2009. Tedja asks twelve artists with different backgrounds to create works of art.

They produce work in a variety of disciplines such as installations, drawings and paintings.

The artists originate from among others, the Netherlands, the USA, Morocco, South-Africa and 

Suriname. Suriname is represented by René Tosari, Eric Reding and Dwight Marica. With Eat 

the Frame Tedja above all wants to prove to the art world that he is fed up with the stigmatisms 

about Surinamese visual art. By having artists of varied backgrounds exhibit together in a 

renowned Dutch gallery, he eliminates the boundaries people impose on art. There is no such 

thing as black or white art. Art becomes a universal language which can be read in literary art-

works, such as the one written by Tedja. Eat the Frame turned into a beautiful exhibition of which 

as a visitor, the message is not immediately understood during the first visit. What are the 

similarities between the artists and their work? These can’t be found in stylistic characteristics.

The resemblance is in the art itself and in the way in which the artists manifest 

their expressiveness.

At the exhibition Licht aan Zee AA in Den Helder in the Netherlands, African artists are linked 

to Caribbean artists. Curator and artist Georges Hanna is curious of the similarities between 

these artists. And those are definitely present. Not just in the color choices which the average 

viewer can immediately notice, but it is particularly in the inextricable connection to the roots 

of the artist and the way in which they broach universal social problems. Their identity and 

beyond Borders
text Priscilla Tosari

www.bisdomparamaribo.org/lang-nl/afdelingen/dienst-gcc
www.wakamanproject.com
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background seem as one, and define their art. The individual works of art are of great quality 

and while taking in the exhibition you are hurled from one intense artistic expression to the 

other through life-sized sculptures which painfully bring home reality or deeply penetrating 

texts that take you back to a difficult past.                                           

Remy Jungerman acts as guest curator of the exhibition. Together with Iris Kensmil

and Kurt Nahar he presents pieces of art with the title ‘Born on Wednesday’, named 

thus for the Surinamese practice to name babies for the day on which they are born. 

Together with Marcel Pinas they represent Surinamese art at Licht aan Zee AA. 

Whereas Tedja highlights Surinamese art by drawing a parallel with art from other nationalities,

Jungerman and Grantsaan choose Suriname as the center of visual art with the exhibition this 

February past in Paramaribo, Suriname, Wakaman drawing lines – connecting dots and the 

publication of the corresponding book in July. They link three Surinamese artists to three other 

artists (Netherlands and USA) from Surinamese origins. For a period of three months Marcel

Pinas, Ori Plet and Kurt Nahar stay in close contact with respectively Charl Landvreugd, 

Patricia Kaersenhout and Iris Kensmil. The outcome of their dialogues will serve to get to 

the essence of Surinamese art and to pass this on to the rest of the international art world. 

The dialogues between the artists result in a large exhibition in Fort Zeelandia, Paramaribo, 

in February 2009. All of this leads to the book WAKAMAN: drawing lines – connecting dots. 

Contemporary Art Suriname which is presented in early July. In addition to an explanation 

about Wakaman and the interpretation of the works of art from the participating artists, the 

book also includes essays by Luciel Becker, Chandra van Binnendijk, Adi Martis, Rob Perrée 

and Marieke Visser. The end result is a book suitable to provide, at least in part, an under-

standing of Surinamese art and her origins. In part, because Wakaman is only a beginning. 

Interesting to note, is that the above mentioned exhibitions analyze Surinamese art in different 

ways. By allowing the differences with other art nationalities to fade away and accentuating 

the common ground (Art!), in Eat the Frame, Surinamese art becomes art and not black art. 

Georges Hanna brings Surinamese art together with other non-western forms of art in order to 

find a common identity. Wakaman comes closer to the source, but includes influences from the 

Netherlands and the USA. Surinamese art after all, has universal worth. The previous projects

further indicate that Surinamese art is very much on the move. The tone has been set. 

Eat the Frame: until August 22nd 2009, Galerie Nouvelles Images. With works by René Tosari, 

Carl Pope, Gean Moreno, Jean Bernard Koeman, Anton Vrede, Hamid el Kanbouhi, Dwight 

Marica, Eric Reding, Miek Hoekzema, Mirjam Kort, Kaleb de Groot and Moshekwa Langa.

Curator: Michael Tedja.
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Licht aan Zee AA: 
until August 29th 2009, De Kunstuitleen, Den Helder. With 
works by Remy Jungerman, Iris Kensmil, Marcel Pinas, Kurt 
Nahar, David Bade, Tirzo Martha, Papa Adama, Luan Nel, 
Vitshois Mwilambwe and Meshac Gaba. Curator: Georges 
Hanna, guest curator: Remy Jungerman.

Eat the Frame!, 
Michael Tedja  Amsterdam, KIT Publishers & DFI Publishers, 
2009. ISBN 9789460220333

WAKAMAN: 
drawing lines - connecting dots. Contemporary Art Suriname, 
Gillion Grantsaan & Remy Jungerman, 2009. To order: 
IDEA BOOKS. ISBN 9789077966525.  
See also www.wakamanproject.com

René Tosari, Diversity is Power, mixed media on canvas, 
(10x) 150 x 100 cm, 2009 (exhibition Eat the Frame)
(Photo: Courtesy Galerie Nouvelles Images,
The Hague, The Netherlands)

beyond Borders Agenda

•	 Opening on Curaçao at the Mon Art Gallery in the Renaissance Rif Fort 
at Otrabanda is the exhibition Boundless roots with photographs by Franciska 
Relyveld and Calabash art by Carola Auceps. Franciska was born and raised in 
Suriname but has been living in Curaçao for many years. Inspired and awed by the 
beauty of nature in pristine and remote areas, she spends a great deal of her time 
on Curacao and during her vacations in Suriname, behind the lens of het camera. In 
the exhibition Boundless roots she presents, printed on canvas, a prime collection
of Surinamese nature photographs. Mon Art Gallery Sept. 25th –Oct. 5th. 2009.

•	 Sylvia Lo-A-Njoe shows her work in an exhibition named Paintings and 
portraits together with Hugo Vermeulen Objects in the Waterland Photo Gallery
in Broek in Waterland, NL, from September 12th until November 2009.

•	 Erwin de Vries is presented with a large comprehensive exhibition by the 
Kunsthal in Rotterdam, from September 12th until the end of November 2009. 
Immediately afterwards the exhibition will travel to the Surinamese Museum at Fort 
Zeelandia, where it will be officially opened on December 20th, a day before Erwin’s 
80th birthday. The exhibition will last until the 28th of February 2010. This year the 
artist will also receive the oeuvre award from the city of Amsterdam

•	 From September 14th until November 8th Kurt Nahar and Rinaldo Klas will 
participate in an exhibition in Kourou, La Guyane Française. The exhibition is organized
by the Mitaraka association in cooperation with the town hall of Kourou.

•	 Kurt Nahar will participate in the Cultural Crossroads National Juried
Exhibition in the USA from October 8th until the 20th of November. 
De exhibition is organized by the AAWS – Associated Artists of Winston Salem and 
will be juried by curator and director of Diaspora Vibe Gallery, Rosie Gordon-Wallace.

Sylvia Lo-A-Njoe, 
(Photo: Courtesy 
Waterland Art 
Gallery/Olaf Klijn)

Exhibition 
Erwin de Vries
80th birthday

www.nouvellesimages.nl
www.lichtaanzee.nl
www.ideabooks.nl
www.monartgallerycuracao.com
www.freewebs.com/dekorsou/
www.sillylokunst.com
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beyond Borders Bits & Pieces
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Invisible Men – work on paper by Patricia

Kaersenhout is quite a remarkable art book, 

beautifully published by Eindeloos publishers, 

www.eindeloospublishers.com. 

Kaersenhout incidentally, is also a participant 

of the Wakaman drawing lines – connecting 

dots project. From the publisher’s website:  

“Inspired by the book Invisible man from 

Ralph Ellison, Patricia Kaersenhout goes in 

search of the invisible men in her own life. 

She opens doors and bangs them shut again. 

And sometimes when it appears as though 

she is standing face to face with her invisible 

man, he looks straight through her.

On the pages of an old biology book, upon 

which there are illustrations of intestines, 

skin structures, hair, digestion et cetera, she 

attempts to visualize the invisible; from spirit to flesh. 

In this book the front as well as the back is shown; the invisible visible and the visible 

invisible.”

Invisible Men – work on paper by Patricia Kaersenhout. Text and editing were done

by Eva van Leeuwen, and interview with visual artist Patricia Kaersenhout was done by

Rob Perrée. Eindeloos publishers, 2009. ISBN 078-90-78824-02-2

beyond Borders Good reads

C
o

ve
r 

In
vi

si
b

le
 M

en
 –

 w
o

rk
 o

n 
p

ap
er

 b
y 

P
at

ri
ci

a 
K

ae
rs

en
ho

ut

Input for 
Sranan Art Xposed is 

welcome! Photo’s, text, 
art, tips, idea’s: 

the floor is yours! 

Mail at
srananart@gmail.com.

Colofon

Sranan Art Xposed
Weblog: http://srananart.wordpress.com/
Photographs: http://www.flickr.com/photos/srananart/

Reactions: srananart@gmail.com
Production: Readytex Art Gallery 
Text & editing: 	Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld (Paramaribo, Suriname), 
		  Priscilla Tosari (Amsterdam, Nederland) & 
                      	 Marieke Visser (Paramaribo, Suriname)
English Translation: Cassandra Gummels-Relyveld

Photography, unless stated otherwise: Readytex Art Gallery / William Tsang
Lay-out: Sabine Jong A Lock

•	 This year Kurt Nahar participates in the Venice Biennal

in Italy with one work of art. His work is exhibited in the NY 

Arts Venice Pavillion as part of the Works on Paper-exhibition

from June 7th until November 22nd of 2009. After the 

conclusion of the Biennal, The Works on paper-exhibition 

will be transferred to Beijing, China, where it will be shown 

at the NY Arts Beijing Gallery for a period of one month.

Work by Eric Reding & Dwight Marica, 2009 (exhibition Eat the Frame)
(Photo: Courtesy Galerie Nouvelles Images, Den Haag, Nederland)

Work by Kurt Nahar & Remy Jungerman, 2009 (exhibition Licht aan Zee AA)
(Photo: Courtesy Georges Hanna)

•	 An interesting website is the digital version of the

Caribbean cultural magazine Small Axe. A recent issue

included an article by Rob Perrée about Remy Jungerman &

Gillion Grantsaan’s project Wakman drawing lines –

connecting dots. Look on the website www.smallaxe.net >

sx space > works and then scroll down. There you will also find an

 article on Marcel Pinas by Nancy Hoffmann. A bit further down is

the piece by Rob Perrée. He talks about how important it is for

Surinamese artists to look more towards the Caribbean and 

Latin America and talks about the drawbacks of an excee-

dingly large dependence upon the former mother country 

•	 In the first half of this year Marcel Pinas has had two 

large solo-exhibitions in the Netherlands. Kibri a Kulturu in 

Gemak, The Hague (April 25 – June 21) and Kibii Wi in the 

Stedelijk Museum in Schiedam (May 24 – August 23). With his 

culturally inspired Multimedia installations and other Works of 

art, he draws attention to the many problems facing maroon

– and indigenous communities in Suriname today.  . 

Work by Marcel Pinas, 2009 (exhibition Kibri a Kulturu in Gemak, Den Haag)

•	 From July 17th until August 23rd artwork by Dhiradj

Ramsamoedj was part of the exhibition Something Different

at the APW Gallery in New York.

Dhiradj Ramsamoedj, Memory Plates (Photo: Courtesy Dhiradj Ramsamoedj, 2009) SAX is 
made 
possible
by:

Thank u!
Gran tangi!




